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1 BigBll fflA&oJX'SAyEJj? orTin: J2eadyjvQH
1 Man With Longest and Blackest Record Now In
I Sing Sing Cell About Ready To Shed Light

I On Long List of Crimes That Have
1 Puzzled Police for Years.
H Copyright, 1015, by Th International Syndicate.

VERY now and then word Altera
through tho gray stono walla
and steel bars of Sins Sins
Prison that Dig Bill Mason Is

' about to squoaL Nothing stirs this do- -

H partmont moro than thl3 ominous
I rumor for, perhaps, should Bill unseal

H his lips and tell us all ho knows many
HI a crlmo, In which murder was dono
HI might bo eolved and light shed on oth- -

W , crs that long slnoo woro sholvcd aa
HI unsolved mysteries. Big BUI was ono
Hi of tho worst that over operated in tho
H East and a human life meant no moro
H to him thah tho ash ho flicked from
HI hl3 cigar. Ho has boon dubbed tho
HI "Human Hyena" by tho Now York
HI pollco and no appellation In my opln- -
H ion could bo moro fitting.
Hi Born on tho outskirts of St, Louis,
H and christened Benjamin Shipper, this
H youngstor manifested all tho vicious
H traits of an outlaw long beforo he
H 'discarded his knlckcrbockors. As Wil- -
H 11am Lynch ho becaiuo known to the
H polico of tho Middlo West and he
H constantly was in trouble. A giant in
H Btaturo ho was the terror of his noigh- -
mm oornooa ana wnen no let ma powvuui
H flss fly ho always struck to kill. As
D a-- bar room fighter ho had fow equals
D and such a thing as eclzlng two ordl- -
H nary Bized men by tho scruff of their
H necks, cracking their heads together
D and dropping thorn insonsiblo at his
H feet was but child's play.
M Body Full Of Scare.
m Train wrecking and robbing tho

bodies of tho victims following theso
P crashes, formed a favorite amusement
Rj for Big Bill and after engaging in
l this sport on tho Pacific Coast ho camo
B East, his scarred body clearly proving
XL that ho had not always gone scot frco
il from tho bullets of tho various posses
jjj that pursuod him. It is presumed
S that tho young bandit concluded that

housebreaking in tho larger cities of
R tho East' was a far safer and moro
I remunoratlvo vocation than that of
B battling with "Western posses, so he
K worked his way East and New York
H In this way camo to know tho young
R giant who sometimes called himself
B! (. Mason, but moro often Lynch.
Bj There is not a detective in tho East

P who Is not familiar with tho details
li surrounding tho brutal murders of
N Major "Wilson, tho vcnerablo Philadol- -
jl phia librarian; tho shooting of Judge
j Blodgctt, of Schenectady, N. Y., whoro

I ho was chief counsol of tho general
I Electric Company, and tho slaying of
f William O. Hutchlns, tho wealthy
jj Providence, R. I. Jeweler, all of which
j crlmo3 they lay at the door of Big

Mi Bill Mason. Neither time nor space
j permit mo to dwell at length on his
nt earlier crimes, so I will conflno my- -
Jjj eelf to those which wo deem tho

oruelcst In Big Bills repertoire, I win
tako up tho caso of Judgo Blodgott
first.

Early ono morning Judgo Blodgott
was awakonod from a sound slumber
by his terrified wlfo who whlspored:
"There's a burglar in tho rooml" Aa
Blodgott attempted to arlso from his
bed a powerful form loaned over him
and cooly said: "If you as much as
movo a hand I'll blow tho top of your
head off!" Whether Blodgctt failed
to heed tho warning will novor bo
known, for tho noxt instant ho foil
back upon his pillow a bullet having
pierced his body. Tho screams of tho
wlfo had no effect upon Bill, for aft-
er warning nor to remain quiet he
struck hor a stunning blow over tho
head with tho butt of his rovolvor
and sho fell back Insonsiblo across tho
inanlinato body of hor husband. Thon
Bill, suro that ho would not bo In-

terrupted, descended to tho dining
room whero ho loisurcly packed the
choicest of tho family silver into a
bag and docamped.

A few day3 after this murdor a
second dealer in Jewelry and sllvor-war- e,

of Philadelphia, who knew Big
BUI woll was approached by Mason
and asked fIf ho was In tho market
for a "bunch of junkl" Each pleco
of tho Blodgctt sllvor was engraved
with tho monogram of tho slain man's
ttifo and this mado It easy of Identifi-
cation. Bill explained that this was
a handicap, for In tho ovent of its
purchaso it would havo to be melted
at onco. Tho Jeweler said ho didn't
caro to buy a pig In tho poko so ho
would havo to look tho silver over
beforo deciding, and an appointment
was mado whon Bill should bring the
loot to tho storo. But somehow Bill's
suspicions wero arousod and ho fallod
to keop tho appointment

After reading of tho Schenectady
murder and robbery, accompanied by
a full description of tho stolen sllvor
this Jeweler at onco arrived at tho
conclusion that tho loot Big Bill had
offered him was from tho Blodgett
home, so ho at onco got in touch with
tho police. The Philadelphia police
conferred with tho Dctectlvo Bureau
In New York City and all agreed that
Judgo Blodgott had been slain by Big
Bill Mason, so a general alarm was
sent out for his arrest.

Tho Philadelphia polico wero
startled ono night to learn that Frod
May, cashier for a pool room In Mar-
ket Street had been blackjacked and
robbed. It was a stTong arm Job and
tho victim, was left weltering in his
blood. May, who carried tho bank
roll for the day's play, about 55,000,
had ontcred a dark alley intending to
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''With ThoMiirzIo Of Tlio Gnn Pressed To Tho 2&&?Dotccllvo's Head Ho Pulled The Trigger. ?

approach tho pool room from tho rear.
Somcono had laid in wait for him,
struck him a stunning blow over tho
head with a picco of lead plpo and
thon leisurely lifted tho bank roll, a
diamond ring worth ?1,000, a diamond
stud and a gold watch and chain and
a gem studded lockot of great value.
Theso tho assailant appropriated and
decamped. Big Bill Mason had been
seen lurking In tho vicinity a half
hour beforo tho attack and tho polico
woro confldont ho was Its author, An-

other damning bit of evidence was tho
fact that a young man known, to Che
polico as John D. Fryc, who had been
arrested and convicted at Terra Hauto
for tho samo crlmo in which Mason
had a part, was at that tlmo an em-
ploye in tho pool room which May
ran. Tho supposition was that ho had
framed tho Job and Mason put it over.
All this evidence, as strong as it was,
was purely circumstantial and Big Bill
nas not tried for this Job.

Beats Iiibrarian To Death.
Seemingly Philadelphia was so easy

for Big Bill that he could not resist
Its lure. Ono year aftor tho May hold
up Major W. C. Wilson, proprietor of
a circulating library in Walnut Street,
was slain in his placo of business. Tho
aged man was very popular and his
murdor struck terror to tho hearts of
tho hundreds who know and loved
him. Tho cry for vengcanco spread
through tho city llko a pralrlo llro and
tho polico woro stirred as never bo-for- e.

Tho mangled body of tho aged man
was found lying in tho center of tho
library floor and aa old and decrepit
as ho wa3 all evldcnco pointed to tho
terrific strugglo that must havo pre-
ceded tho death blow. Tho body was
scarrod and brulsod and beaten literal-
ly to a pulp. Every penny in tho
placo had been taken as well as valu-
ables of raro worth. Even tho poor
box had been looted, so greedy had
tho slayer been. Stained finger marks
on tho door wero tho lono clew the
detectives had to work on and with
this In their possession tho work of

rounding up Big Bill was started. But
somehow ho bore a charmed llfo and
managed to keop out of their grip for
a long tlmo. Ho had been seon in
Philadelphia tho night before the
crlmo and that was anothor link in
tho chain, and In tho minds of tho
polico a very strong one.

A negro porter In tho employ of the
librarian was suspected for a tlmo and
tho caso 'against him even wont to
trial, but It was thrown out of court
on tho grounds of Insufficient evldonce.

Bill was an adopt in tho art of hid-
ing himself. It was Just six months
after tho murder of Major Wilson that
word reached Philadelphia police
headquarters that Bill had been seen
that night In Camden, N. J., a little
city Just across tho Delawaro River
from Philadelphia. Two private de-

tectives had been shadowing Bill, but
knowing his prowess as a stranglcr, a
gun fighter and all around "strong
arm guy" thoy feared to close in on
him until they had relnforcemonts at
hand. Thcroforo thoy telephoned to

tho Philadelphia polfco and asked for
assistance which was readily detailed.

Almost Caught.
Tho dotcctlvcs had trailed Biff Bill

to a Baloon in Camdon whoro he Joined
a hard and desperate lot of hangers

bout was Inon. A lively drinking
progress and Big Bill was tho llfo of

tho party. But Big Bill had noticed
tv,o otrangero who sat apart from
the rest and he didn't exactly like tho
looks of thorn. Thoy might bo bulls
or they might not, but In any ovent
he wasn't in a position Just thon W

tako any chances.
Mason invariably mada it a prac-

tice to frequent saloons that had bade
doors and ho always camo and went
by this route. Front doors woro too

easily watched and whenever ho found
a crib that could bo reached through
a dark alloy that placo at onco becamo
popular with Bill and his mob. Such
was tho case in this Camden saloon.
Becoming uneasy In tho presence of
tho two strangers, Bill aroso and mado
his way to tho rear yard. Tho

believing that ho was "on"
and lntcndod to make a getaway fol-

lowed. As they reached tho yard thn
dctactivo saw Bill wheel In his tracks
and attempt to draw a gun from his
rear pocket. Theso bulls woro no
amatours and with a spring ono of
them leaped upon Bill and as tho gun
of tho slayer's pistol had hung in tho
lining of his pistol pockot he was
caught momentarily oft guard. Tho
butt of the dctcctlvo's. revolvor crashed
on Big Bill's head and for a second

With a roar of pain Bill went at
his adversaries and for a tlmo a llfo
and death strugglo followed. Tho de-

tectives wore both strong and were
gottlng tho best of tho battle whon
thoso In tho saloon, alarmed by tho
uproar In tho yard, camo running to
tho scone and seolng that "Big Bill"
was In troublo they set upon tho de-

tectives and brutally boat them whllo
Bill leaped a fence and disappeared in
tho darkness.

It was fiomotimo beforo tho dotcc-ti'- es

could givo chaso and whon they
did thoy wero unablo to pick up tho
slayer's tralL When tho two head-
quarters men from Philadelphia ar-

rived tho trail was cold and no traco
of Bill could bo found. One im-

portant clow was picked up, howovor,
by tho Philadelphia bulls as soon as
they arrlvod. In tho strugglo with
tho private dotoct!vc3 Big Bill's pistol
had been wrenched from his gTasp
and loft In their possession. Tho pistol
was of peculiar design and tho bullot
it fired especially mndo for it. Theso
bullets talllod in every detail with
thoso that had been fifed Into tho
body of Judgo Blodgett

Tho New Tork polico lator learned
that Big Bill and his crony, James
Coffey, had gone west Immediately aft-
er tho Camden encounter. Coffey
could not stay away from hl3 beloved
haunts In tho Bowery, however, and
he turned up a few months later. Tho
polico decided It would be well to
cover Coffey, for In that way somo

traco of Mason might bo found, (v.
foy openod a saloon In Cherry' st
and this the detectives closely watch' 1

Ono night Coffey and Frank '
1

"Red" Spencer, loft tho saloon of i?1
former and mado their way to
West Shore ferry to tho foot of p0I, )

Second Street. Detectives Foci t

and Strlpp trailed them. At tho fS
they were met by Big BUI M.iSOn S
Thomas Riley, tho latter a despera, ij
rsecond story man with a long rccov
Tho two detectives saw at once th -

with theso four crooks, each withroputatlon as a bull dog when It r,
'

to fight, that their night's workcut out for thorn. Relnfoccr? Ji

woro necessary if they wero to rooMNup this mob and hero was an oppor Jj

tunity that could not bo ovorlooke4 i

Two plain clothes policemen yA
pressed Into servlco and told t0 k
on tho lookout for trouble, 'it ycs

sco any ono of this mob reach for hu
gun," said Fogerty, "lot hlnx Wyour) beforo ho can make anothf

''

movo. And shoot to kill, this Jj 1

worat bunch In New Tork."
Biff BUI Beaten At Last.

Big Bill and his three companion f
had sized up tho dotectlvca and thtri
worked their way ovor to a corny?
of the ferry houso whero they ;

versed in low tones. As tho det!'
Uvea approached thorn Big Bill scent i

cd troublo and quickly flashed his . Y
As ho did so Fogorty leaped for" hi,

throat and fastening ono hand sv
Bill's collar with tho other fc,'i
struggled for possession of tho slajcrW
nlntol. Hero Mason's ctpji nt . U'

asserted itself. S

Freeing tho dotectlvo's clutch on Ihl
throat Big Bill lifted Fogerty clear vjj'
tho ground. Then pressing the munj
of his pistol to the detectivo'a hn 1

ho tried to snap tho trlggor. Whetba i

it was an accident or a miraclo, l;t
'

certainly moro llko tho latter, ti,
hammor of tho pistol, as it fell, strati
on Big Bill's thumb and with a hoi '
of pain ho droppod tho gun. j

Fogerty had gotten hi3 wits by ti'j I.

tlmo and was raining blow after bh '

on Mason's hoad. Slowly but surdjj
he wore tho big bruto down and slti j

ono final and crushing blow on HH
Bill's hoad tho bandit sank to tho 2a.; j

bleeding and completely whlpji '
Moanwhllo each of tho othor police l

men had singled out ono of Bill's p&
and after a sharp but desperate batJi
tho entire mob waj beaten down aj j

arrested.
Mason was taken back to Phlladtf.

phia, but Indiana authorities had t
prior claim upon him and again B3
went back to tho prison In Mlchiyaj
City and rounded out a term. But is
soon camo Into possosslon of the Nmt '

York authorities again and was saW;
lodged in Sing Sing. Recently he !;- - j

timated ho might talk if ho coali .

mako terms. You-ca- n rest assured n) I

terms will bo agreed to for wo alre!,-hav-o

enough evidence to put lb
away for life, but one thing ls ccrtah
anything Bill might hao to say Ij e'

absorbing Interest and wo ulll be it
tentlvo listeners

I The Formation andBeau- -

I ty of the Great Ice Rivers
I ofWestern CanadaHow
j They Are Conquered By
J the Climber. .

gj Copyright, 1015, br Tho International
IE Syndicate.

Is a fascination about
CHERE climbing that danger

rather than dispels and
Is too difficult-fo- r tho

jll mountaineer to, undertake; to scalo
ran' lofty, rugged, ice-cla- d cliffs is iis
Iff; greatest Joy, and the treacherous
JRJj glacier invites and oncourages his

A spirit of adventure. While nature has
jjli given to tho Rockies and tho Sierras
M ot tho United States stupendous moun- -
MW tains, noblo peaks and plcturesquo
Mi

canyons surpassing in hugeness and
fuji height tho elevation beyond tho Ca- -
fJI nadlan border, yet tho Selklrks and
l3 Canadian Rockies aro more abrupt
jMl an1 rugged, presenting vast areas of
MjJ! glaciers and affording to tho lover of
pj mountain climbing a bettor field for
H: tho display of his prowc33 and skill.
Ij . Theso mountains aro growing In popu- -
w!j larlty, .and every year adds to the

number who go thero to conquer somo
lofty peak or to cross somo mJghty

ij! glacier,

IUjji Formation Of A Glacier.
In Plain terms, a glacier is a rlver--

i of ico draining a rock basin abovo
j filled to overflowing with ico and snow

g!j and technically known as novo, but
B i popularly called a snow field. In these

if wEh regions tho heavy precipitation
ls always in tho form of snow which

I if keeps tho great rock basins full to
!Pj ! overflowing. Tho prodigious weight of
j ! tho masa compacts tho undor snows
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into crystal ico. This overflow, pushed
slowly down tho mountain by tho
enormous pressure from above, con-
stitutes tho glacier. Its upper part ls
covered with snow, and its lower part
whero the warmer air melts tho sur-
face snow is exposed ice. Thl3 Is tho
"Ico fall," and In contrast to tho snow
covered part Is called a "dry glaclor."
Heat and cold, contraction and ex-
pansion, and tho-- unevonness of tho
bed over which it move3 downward
pauses largo cracks to occur across tho
ico rlvor. They aro of all sizes and
aro called crevasses. Sometimes thoy
cross each other and tho result ls that
whon tho pressure from abovo closes
tho cracks great ico pillars of fan-
tastic shapes, called seracs, are
formed.

Theso goat masses of ico stretch
over vast areas, for lnstanco, tho

snow field Is about ten square
miles, while the Columbia anow field
ls roughly estimated to covor over two
hundred squaro miles at an altitude
of ten thousand feet. Any number
of hanging glaciers aro to bo found In
tho Selkirk range, ono of the few
places in which they exist. Along tho
heads of tho high valleys they aro

11 in -

found lining tho sides and aro strik-
ingly beautiful in tho labyrinthine
structure of their crovossed surfaces
which from a distance resemble a
creamy film of laco work enshrouding
baro rock.

Canadian Alpine Club.
Up to 1S88 thero wero no climbers

in Canada who climbed for pleasure.
Of course, thero was tho engineer
corps and tho topographical survey
of tho Canadian Governmont, but this
was work, not play. Today, however,
mountain climbing in theso splendid
rnnges has become a genulno sport
and a part of tho summer vacation of
many Canadians. This was brought
about through tho organization of
what ls known as tho Alplno Club of
Canada. Each year tho membora go
into ,camp and somo new snow-
capped giant 1b conquered. Only those
who havo climbed over glaciers to tho
summit of a perpetual snow-cappe- d

mountain aro eligible Tho Club at
present has a memborshlp of about
soven hundred, many of whom aro
womon who aro glacier climbing ex-
perts. Whllo all glaclora aro beauti-
ful, tho ruggod formation of the

with it3 hugo crovasso3, its

giant seracs and its moralno of boul-cr- s

Is perhaps tho most picturesque.
Unfortunately, It 13 rapidly receding
and climbing on parts of it Is a dan-
gerous sport owing to the "rotten" Ice.
Its snow field, which must bo crossed
to reach Sir Donald, tho prettiest peak
of tho range, spreads over many crev-
asses and it is unsafo to go over It
unless accompanied by ono of the
Swiss guides.

Illcclllcwnct Ico Cave.
Tho writer in climbing over the

Illcclllcwaot glaclor camo across on
Ico cavo with a waterfall in tho rear.
At this point tho glacier was a dell-cat- o

blue-gree- n and transparent. Tho
Ico had formed Itself Into scats around
tho sides of the cavo and ono might
sit In a cold choir and viow tl;o water-
fall, a thin stream which dropped for
fifteen or twenty feet. At another
placo thero wa3 a mazo of crevasses
sweeping outward from tho centre.
Many of them seemed bottomless, and
tho ico in their depths was a deep
blue. Everywhoro ono heard tho
trlcklo of water, for streams woro
running beneath tho glaclor. In ordor
to fully approclato tho magnlflconco
of this big ico Held It is necessary to
study It under different aspects in
light, In shadow and with tho Bun
sparkling on Its many ico points, or
when It Is covered with fresh snow, or
to follow Its snow slopes to tho aky
line and then turn and gozo upon the
dwarfed landscape below. From tho
crest of tho snow field to tho tonguo
of tho glacier ls a fall of about thrco
thousand feet a protty stiff climb, but
worth tho exertion, for tho seracs
great pinnacles of ice, aro alono worth
tho trip.

Asulkan Glacier.
Tho Asulkan glacier ls In the samo

vicinity, and la oven moro dangerous
and difficult to climb. It presents sov--
cral spectacular groups of soracs and
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a number of fine crovassos of great
dopth and lined with pendant icicles.
They resemblo cavernous Ja-n- set with
!harp, cruel teeth, yet whon the sun
plays on their walls of green and blue
they seem llko somo fairy cavo filled
"with gems. Patchrs of red snow, so
common In tho Arctic regions, aro
frequently seen on the Asulkan snow
field a vegetable formation resem-
bling a sea weed. It grows on tho
surface of tho snow making a crimson
stain and is tho lowest form of plant
life.

Any number of smaller glaciers exist
in tho Selklrks but tho two mentioned
are tho most beautiful, although tho
Golklo ls regarded by many climbers
as lomarkablo on account of Its al-
most smooth surface. Tho Selklrks
aro separated from tho Rockies by tho
low lying valley of the Columbia
River, and aro wholly different in
structure and older geologically.

Mount Robson.
The highest peak of tho Canadian

Rockies is Mt. Robson with an altltudo
of thirteen thousand, fivo hundred
feet. This mountain has a jplacler
gatoway worthy of the most energetic
mountain climber. Last year several
members of the Alplno Club of Canada
reached its summit and had somo
thrilling experiences on tho snow
fields. Of course, thoso peoplo climb
by tho aid of ropes, which ls tho only
safo way to climb whero Bnow and ico
are encountored. Tho ico field pres-
ents tho best seracs to bo found on
tho glaciers of tho Rockies. A num-b- or

of snow cornices form ovory year
and these aro extremely dangerous to
climbers. They aro a sort of over-
hanging edgo of snow at tho crest ofa peak or ridge caused by drifting;

Ice Cornice nerz ZZhb " - "

;li I

ico Is formed by the snow thawing
and freezing again. Should tho
climber stop on ono of theso a bad fall
Is suro to follow.

Victoria Glacier.
Mt. Victoria, near Lake Loulso, is

ono of tho favorito poaks of tho
Rockies. It is over eleven thousand
feet in height and has a beautiful
blue-whi- te glacier on its slopes. T,hlsgreat Ico field is said to bo from two
hundred to two hundred and fifty feetin thickness. In warm weathor thethunder of avalanches is frequently
heard at tho Chalot, for great massos
of thla ico break off and come thunder-ing down tho mountain. As distancesin the mountains aro vory deceptiveit is no uncommon thing for tourists
,,n,wrL0 Walk t0 th0 Vlctrla elacierimpression that it is a miloor two away, when in reality tho

u!?VC th? BlBer ta abot fivo
tho hotel. During thosummer visitors are cautioned not toapproach tho Victoria glacier owingplanches which generally

? S slower of rock3 as well asco The glacier alono is three nollo'sin length and must bo crosseddor to gain tho summit. after
the main ico field has been covVred
hanging glacier and cornices bar
Zl' ?lm th top the vl0 1 ag!
?hJ ? ff,coutltle33 Paks. lakes andParadise ValleyInto view. Lake Loulso like a

como
husol

turquoiso lies at tho foot of the p

with Lake Agnes and Mirror V

stuck into tho sides of ?. nearby V

Wild flowers aro all about ncs'J-- j

oven at the edges of the glaciers,
far in tho dlstanco Bow Valley '

tho Bow River like a ribbon of
winding its way through tho v- -

i i

can bo seen. Altogether the
from Mt. Victoria Is ono of the S- -'

est In North America.
Valley Of The Ten Peaks

Up in the Valley of tho Ten Vc&

glaciers fairly run riot. Tho

known as tho Wonkchcmmn is

largest and rests against several of j

peaks. A largo part of It is tur

under moralno debris, which nu

climbing over it both easier and ' t
Streams fiom theso glaciers fe

down tho mountains and cp,j!t'j; t
nowore in tho valley fresh n"
spray. ...

Tho snow field of Mt. Rcsplosy;
is unusually smooth and caU3Cifiai

climber llttlo bother, but tho
stages of tho climb are usually m

on account of avalanches. In
dlso Valley, Yoho Valley rA, & h

latlon Valley numbers of PlaC e.rVw r

to bo found, their sides beaut "cc, A

weird trees dvw balpine flowers and
by wind and s'torm. Score" oi

named lakes dot these bca
aDtj t

mountains of Western Canada- -

many peaks aro yet unnamed an j

conquered. P
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